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THE NEW FORM OF LINGUISTICS

Do You Know SMS Language?

Jodo Garrott Marques Negreiros
Profossor, Researcher

N most Curriculum Vitaes
(CVs), there’s a section regar-
ding knowledge of foreign
languages such as Mandarin,
Russian, German or Japanese. In
some CVs, there’s even a section for
knowledge of computer languages
such as Java, C#, PHP or Actions-
cript. The ASCII table (the scheme
for encoding characters’ strings) is
the most widely used computer lan-
guage, and if any autonomous cormn-
puter were ever going to try to pur-
sue a new career in another com-
pany, its CV would hold a language
section stating this knowledge. Yet,
none of the CVs that I'm aware of
have ever mentioned knowledge
of Short Message Service (SMS})
language. Consistent with Wikipe-
dia (2012), SMS is a text messaging
service component of phone, Web
or mobile communication systems
using standardized communications
protocols that allow the exchange
of short iext messages between fi-
xed line or mobile phone devices. In
its essence, a language is a system
of signs for encoding and decodin,

means 79% of the world's popula-
tion, Although there are countries
whose mobile usage percentage per
country varies a lot {from North
Korea with a percentage ratio be-
tween usage of cellular phones and
total population of 4%, to the United
Arabic Emirates with 197%), SMS
code is definitely something we
should consider in our near future.
This form of linguistics can be
found in two different styles:
Acronyms/abbreviations (see Table
1) and emoticons. The first one con-
cerns words formed from the initial
letters of a name, while SMS smileys
try to show emotions by several
keyboard combinations in this non
face-to-face language. Some of these
are shown next (with the meaning}:
J-( erying, C=:-) chief , || angry, -<
cheated, :-)= goofy , -O wow, :@
shouting, |-O snoring, 8(:-) Mickey
Mouse, <|-) Chinese, :-----) you are a
big liar, :-? Smoking a pipe, -* kiss,
(_x_)kiss my butt, or O:-) angel.
The issue is that these symbols
shown only represent 2% of the to-
tal. How about the other 98%? Can
you really memorize them?
Another two features of this lan-
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Figure 1 - Here it is a possibility not offered by Google Trans!ator.

fects in their messages such as ‘hehe’
for laughter, or perhaps ‘muaha’
to express a frightening laughter.
As well, letters and numbers are
also often combined {or used alone)
for compression and convenience:
‘See you’ can be texted as CU [Rafi,
2012}. According to this author,
appealing frends were found in his
research in Pakistan jn this field:
{(A) Approximately 80% of messages
AW A 1

dense words in SMS messages. In-
deed, more than 74% of messages
sent by males were simple one
sentence or one-clanse messages;
whereas 51% of messages sent by fe-
males consisted of many clauses; (C)
Quantitative data shows that 38% of
males and 62% of females prefer SMS
for communication; (D) Looking at
particular age groups, it seems that
15 to 19 year old girls are particular-
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new mobile technologies. Just look
at the following message presented
by Woodill [2011]: My smunr hols wr
CWOT. B4, we usd 2go2 NY 2C my
FTF. ILNY, it's a gr8 plc (My summer
holidays were a complete waste of
time. Before, we used to go to New
York to see my brother, his girlfriend
and their three screaming kids face
to face. I love New York, it's a great
place). Certainly, 1 would fail this IT
quiz despile holding a degree, Mas-
ters, P and Post-doc in computer
science...
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novice language.

Actually, SMS lanpuage or textese

(also known as txt-speak, txtese,
chatspeak, txt, txtspk, txtk, txto,

texting language, txt lingo,SMSish,

tatslang or txt talk) is a term
for the abbreviations and
slang most commonly used
due to the necessary brevity
of mobile phone text messa-
ging, in particolar the wides-
pread SMS communication
protocol [Wikipedia, 2012].
Statistically, the seven most
widely spoken languages are
Chinese (1.21 billion), Spanish
(329 million), English (328
million}), Arabic (221 million),
Hindi (182 million), Bengali
(181 million) and Portugue-
se (178 million) [Infoplease,
2011]. This does not mean
that the ranking of importance
follows this order. For instance,
English became the worldwide
language of communication af-
ter World War IL; while Manda-
rin is still almost unknown in
Africa, America, Australia and
Europe, particularly because of
the handwriting style. Never-
theless, SMS language is spoken
by 5.6 billion people, which

guage are: punctualon, mat s, e

lack of it; and the transformation of
different phonetic spellings in order
to create different types of verbal ef-

BAVE DU CAPIAZLALIUIL (D) Y Elacs
are significantly more likely to have
complex capitalization. (B) Females
generally use lexically
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SMS messages.
From my one-year’s experience in
Macan, only a Chinese
person can learn them by
heart! For Westerners,
one possibility is using
the internet page hitpsy/
SHIAPUP. cOM/aima-speak.
php, which eonverts
uny plain English mes-
sage info SMS abbre
viation (see Figure 1),
If an interview were
going to take place
to hire someone (or
not) for a job vacan-
cy, maybe fulure
interviews should
consider giving an
SMS language test
in order to asses
a candidale’s real
knowledge of

e

As far as I remember AFAIR
Love LUV
Thanks THNX
Today 2day
Before 84
Have & nice day HAND
Basyou G U
5o what's your problem?  SWYP
At @
Tears in my eyes TIME
Sealed with a kiss SWAK
Keep It simple, stupld KISS
Such a laugh BAL
Al the momant AIM
Parents are watching PAW
Random act of kindness RAK
Please reply RSPV
Second SEC
You're on your own  YOYOQ
As 800N a8 posalble  ASAP
Huge and kisses HAK or XOXO

Table 1 - Fortunately, the ahove shortouts

of Vodacom [2012] make more sense
for Westerners. Still, is cyber language
destroying English?




